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price of five shillings (a shilling was the lowest), and whether it arose from the fact that our audience were close to us, around us, and about us, and almost, I may say, atop of us, and hence, that I had increased facilities for observation, I don't know, but certainly I don't remember to have ever seen so many beautiful women and so many stalwart men assembled together night after night before or since.
" You see it was before the railways, and the northern nobility used to make this charming little town their winter capital.
" We were paid fairly liberal salaries; but in consequence of the shortness of the season, and other circumstances, we were debarred from our benefits, which was a great disappointment, to me more particularly, as I had no benefit in Dundee on account of the abrupt termination of the season there.
" Apart from this we had a delightful time of it.
" In the theatre we acted nothing but the great works of the great masters ; there I played for the first time Hamlet and other leading parts in our classical drama, and our audiences were as enthusiastic as they were appreciative.
" Out of the theatre we made many friends.
" There were riding excursions, and even some .boating trips before the winter closed in, and were crowded
